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American Academy of Nursing Files Comments Regarding 
National Broadband Policy  

Emphasizes that success of broadband policy will profoundly affect the success of health care 
delivery in U.S 

 
WASHINGTON – The American Academy of Nursing (AAN) filed comments today in response 
to a Notice of Inquiry issued by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) regarding the 
establishment of a national broadband policy.  The Academy’s filing focused on the potential of 
successfully executed broadband delivery to decrease the cost and increase the quality of 
American health care.   
 
AAN cited that a national broadband plan designed to expand affordable broadband access will 
help close the technology delivery gap in telemedicine and in broadband in general. As noted in 
the FCC’s GN Docket No. 09-51 document, the development of broadband will lead to an 
improved access to electronic health records and health care.  
 
“On a policy level, broadband strategy must encourage expansion of the already extensive private 
investment in broadband infrastructure and applications. It would be a major setback for America 
if this investment was discouraged by strict regulations,” Pat Ford-Roegner, Chief Executive 
Officer of the American Academy of Nursing said. 
 
“Equally important, the national strategy should include research on why a substantial number of 
residents in areas where broadband is available are not taking advantage of it.” Ford-Roegner 
continued. “As the FCC highlights, this may be due to the lack of financial resources or the 
absence of knowledge of the benefits of broadband access, but either way, the situation needs to 
be addressed.” 
 
The American Academy of Nursing’s filing agreed with the FCC’s note that mapping the current 
availability of broadband in remote and rural communities is also crucial to making sure that 
stimulus funds are used appropriately.  But AAN also added to that conclusion that on an 
operational level, the National Broadband Plan should support nationwide broadband mapping 
that have already been successful in assessing broadband needs in several states.   
 
The American Academy of Nursing (www.aannet.org) anticipates and tracks national and 

international trends in health care, while addressing resulting issues of health care 
knowledge and policy. The Academy’s mission is to serve the public and nursing 

profession by advancing health policy and practice through the generation, synthesis, 
and dissemination of nursing knowledge 
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